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REHEARSAL 


1, The Great Queftion, Who fball be Fudge ? 


9, Exemplify’d in Tryals at Law. 


A fhort Method of coming at the Point. 


4. The Church the Beft Interpreter of Scripture. 

s. Who is jutee whether ther is a God or not? 3 

6. The Author and Abettors of the Book of the Rights prov’d to be Athéiss; 

7. A — of Difcretion, and of Authority: 

8. The Charch of Rome Claiming a fudgment of Authority in Matters of Faith, 
is Blafphemy. Who fhall be Fadge ? is only to be Ask’d in Sead matters. 








SATURDAY, April 3. 1708. 





POU began laft Vo 
lume with the Pres- 
byterians. And J 

wou’d defire you to begin this with a word 

to the Papiffs. For to tell you the Truth, 

Mafter, 1 am very much Stumbl’d and put 

to a Lofs by what I have hear’d. lately 

from fome of their Priefs. And if you do 
not help me out, I know not what will 
become of me. The Matteris this. When 

1 talk with them out of the Scriptures, or 

from my own Reafon, they ftill come. over 

me with this Queftion, Who fhall be Fudge? 

And can. I fay, That 1 am a Better Fudge 

than the Charch ? Will I be more W/e than 

all the Learned Men, and Holy Fathers ever 
fince Coriff 2? And muft I not be Conclu- 
ded by what the Councils in all Ages have 

Determin’d ? And what can I fay to this? 

} Underftand not the Fathers and Councils. 

That belongs to Learned men. What then 

havel to fay? I am put to a full ffop up- 

on every Point with this, Who {hall be Judge ? 

And if 1 cannot find an Anfwer to this, 

we poor Country-men muft fhut up our 

Mouths, and let thefe Priefs carry us whi- 

ther they will. | 


(1.) Country-man,- 


(2) And they Enforce this upon us, by 
fhewing us the like in other Cafes which 
we plainly Underftand, and which we can- 
not Deny, for Example, it ther isa Difpute 
betwixt me and my Neighbour about a 


Honfe, a Horfe, or an Eftate, it is not what 


he thinks, or I think, muft Determin it; 
but ther muft be a Judge that has Authority 
to Determin it, and what he Adjudges up- 
on Tryal, that muft Scand. Now. how much 
more, fay they, muft ther be a Fudge- in 
Matters, of Faith, upon which our Souts de- 
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pend? Or elfe the World is lefe at an 
Utter Uncertainty, and every man. mutt Be- 
lieve as he Pleafess And confidering the 
Greateft Number of Mankind to be Jguo~ 
rant and Unlearn’d, what a condition wou’d 
this bring. the World to, if God«had . not 
left fome Fudge upon Earth to Afcertain 
the Faith, and :to -Determin. . Controver- 
fies! And. who fhou’d this udge be but ehe 
Church, which is Call’d the Pillar and Ground 
of the Truth? 


(3) Now, Alafer, you have fometimes a 
Shors wey to Determin a Point, and give 
one. a Clear thoughe of a thing,- fuch as 
may fit Common Capacities like mine, and 
make it Eafy to Us, withoug: fending Us 
to Learned Books, and things we do not 
Underftand. I wifh you may.*besfo Happy 
in this, and not to. carry me out of my 
Depth for an Anfwer, for that will bue 
Perplex the Caufe the more, and Naturally: 
lead}me back to the Queltion, Who fhalt be 
Fudge? 


(4-) Rebearfal. You have put the Objeétion 
as {trong as it will Bear. And if I were 
Difcourfing with, a Popifh Prief, 1 wou'd 
tell him. that we Allow the Church to be the 
beft Interpreter of the Holy Scriptures, that 
isy the Church from the’ Beginning, That 
‘what has been held by all Chriftian Churches, 
and,.at all Tames, we will Certainly. Re- 
ceive. Then I*wou'd thew him the great 
Fallacie: of Applying. to the Church ‘of Rome 
whatever is faid of the Churchpin:aGene- 
ral, either in the Scriptures or in the Primi- 
tive Fathers. And in fhore, we are willing 
to puz the Iflue with-them upon-the Curs- 
rent: Seafe vot the Cherch in all “Ages We 
ftand 








































































ftand by this,.and Appeal to it in all our 
Difpuees with them. 

But I give not this Anfwer to you. For 
as you fay, it wou’d carry you out ofyour 
Depth, and you are not capable of Ex- 
amining this Matter, which. Requires Skill 
and Knowledge in the Fathers, Councils, &c. 
And you wou’d Naturallg fay, Who fhall be 
Fudge Of thefe things? ~ 

Therefor to Come fhort to you, I ask you, 
Who is fudge whether ther is a God or 


not ? 


(5-) Country-m. Blefs me! Maffer, you 
Fright me | What fort of a Queftion is this? 
Can any body be a Fudge over God ? Can 
any body be. fuch a Fudge 
fay ther was ho God, therefor ther was 
None? : Io tzaend 

Rebearf, You have Anfwer’d Right, Coun- 
try-man. You fhall fee the Meaning of my 


Queftion prefently. But are not you Fudge, 


whether you will Believe a Godor not? 
Conntry-m. That is, I may Chufe whether 


I will Believe it or not, at leaft, whether | 


I will Own it. As Fofbua faid, Chap. xxiv. 
1§- Choofe you this day whom ye will ferve, whe. 
ther the Gods which yeur Eathers ferved that 
were on the other fide of the Flood, or the Gods 
of the Amorites in whofe land ye dwell: Bu 
as for Me and my Houle, we will ferve the 
Lord. And as Elijah faid 1 Kings. xviii. 21. 
How long halt ye between two Opinions? If the 
Lord be God; follow Hin: but if -Baal, then 
follow bim, But all this is only’ as to our. 
own Opinion, whether we will Believe or 
Follow GOD or not ? Not that the Being of 
Ged do’s Depend upon our Judgment. That 
wou’d be:moft Hideous Blafphemy ! } 


(6.) Rekearf. But net more Blafplemous 
than the Book of the Rights, which makes 
the Authority of Ged to Depend upon the 
Choice of the People, and tobe Deriv'd from 
it. For the Beingiand the Authority of God 
are Infeperable, and Equally Jn-Derivat:ve 
from any other, And who ‘Deny His An- 
thority, Dény His Being. Therefor the Aa- 
thor of \that.\Book of ‘the? Rights, and - all its 


Abettors, if they fpeak their Minds, ‘ate not. 


only Pragtical but Speculative and Literal 
ATHEISTS. Hoy Ct) 


(7.)' But. \to Return ito: our Subjedt.°The 
Opinion of .a Man is call’ a adgment of 
Difévetion, and this is Unlimited and in all 
things, even whether ther be a ‘God’ or' 
not ¢ ws 

Buta Fudgesent of Authority do’s Deter- 
mine the Right of the thing: ‘Judged, as when 
a Judgedevermins a Difpute in Law about a 
Houwfe or'an Eftate. And his Aathoriry is Su- 
perior to theithing that he Judges. Elfe he: 


> that if be fhou’d. 





Fudge,in this Senfe, that is, of Aythpriw . 
whether ther were a God or not It woud 
follow, That he was Superiour to Gog and 
that the Being of God did Depend upon his 
Judgment, and all the Bla/phemy you haye 
Mention’d, , 

Country-n. \ apprehend jal this very wey, 


But now, pray, tell me co what Purpote yoy 


have bronght this ii? 


(8.) Rebearf, Becanfe the Judgment which 
the Church of Reme Claims in Matters of 
Faith, is a Fudgment of uthoity, that yoy 
muft Bekeve fuch things to. be of Faith 
becavfe fhe Delivers them to you as fuch 
Which by what I have faid is ‘no lef thag 
Blaf/phemy. | And if it will not hold in the 
firft Article of the Creed, the Belief of 
God, neither will ic in the Reft, as Whee 
ther ther is a Chriff or not ? Whether He 
Died, Rofe again, @c. Whether ther will 
be a. Refurreition of the Dead, and a fy. 
ture Fudgment ? Thefe Articles of Faith are 
of too High a Nature to be Subjected to 
any Human Authority. And it is only. of 
Smaller Matters, and of lefs Confequence, 
wherein the Quefison can be ask’d, Who {hall 
be Fudge? 1 is only of Matters to which 
Human Axtkority is Swperior, and that. are 


| Determinable by it. What then is the ground 


of our Believing the Articles of Faith. How 
far the Church is herein Concern’d. And 
what her Proper ushority is, thall be told 
you in my next. - 
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This day is Publifh’d.- 
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old Teftament. “III. How far the Difcoveries fore- 
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of Grace, to the Confumination of the Myftery 
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cou’d not be Fudge of it. Thus if any were 
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